Suppression of ventricular automaticity by antidysrhythmic agents.
In view of the potentially important role of automaticity in the genesis of ventricular dysrhythmias, the effects of four widely used antidysrhythmic agents on ventricular automaticity were examined in anesthetized dogs at doses previously shown to antagonize experiments induced rhythm disturbances. Quinidine, and particularly procainamide, lidocaine and propranolol slowed ventricular rate in A-V blocked dogs. Quinidine and procainamide but particularly the last two agents also markedly prolonged overdrive suppression. Thus, all four substances depressed automaticity. However, propranolol was effective at doses substantially lower than those required to antagonize several experimental dysrhythmias.